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But, as soon as news came that fortifications were to
be erected on the roads by which the Hiroquois come,
all fears were dispelled. Every one took courage
once more, and walked about with head erect, and
with as much assurance as if the Fort were already
built.

It is true that these fortifications will have an ex-
cellent effect; but—as they do not strike at the root
of the evil, and as these Barbarians carry on war in
the fashion of the Scythians and Parthians —the
door will not be fully opened to JEsus CHRIST,
and danger will not be averted from our Colony, un-
til the Hiroquois are either won over or exterminated.

However, I trust that your Reverence will feel
real joy and consolation, at the beginning of your
term of office, if you find leisure to glance at the Re-
lation that I send you. You will see therein that the
wishes expressed [5] in the letter by which you were
pleased to console and encourage us, have been
piously accomplished.

It is true that this joy will be mingled with some
sorrow at observing the fury of the Hiroquois,—the
real scourge of our newborn Church,—who destroy
and burn our Neophytes by arms and fire, and who
have sworn a cruel war against our French. They
block all the roads leading to our great River; they
impede the trade of the Gentlemen of the Company,
and threaten to ruin the whole country. Father
Jogues,® if not killed on the field when the Hurons
were defeated, is a prisoner in their hands, with two
of our French servants and twenty-three Hurons,
most of whom are Christians or Catechumens. This,
thanks be to God! has not made us lose courage nor
destroyed the hope of converting these Peoples; only,



